Britten Sinfonia - SinfoniaStudent Ambassador Scheme
Summary

Britten Sinfonia is a world-class chamber orchestra known for its innovative programming. Working with well-known soloists, they perform in London, Cambridge, Norwich, Poland, and around the world. Britten Sinfonia is a resident orchestra of the University, and gives regular lunchtime and evening concerts at West Road Concert Hall. Its website can be found at www.brittensinfonia.com.
Britten Sinfonia wants to heighten its presence in the student community. The orchestra already works closely with the Music Faculty, (e.g. helping young composers through our Composers’ Workshop in January) but is now looking for enthusiastic students to be Ambassadors for the orchestra. This is a great opportunity to gain vital experience with a professional arts organisation, whilst still at Cambridge.

The job will involve promoting the orchestra and assisting at Britten Sinfonia events. 
Ticket Sales

Britten Sinfonia offers great student discounts for its Cambridge concerts. For the At Lunch series, of which there are three concerts over the academic year, we offer tickets for £3. Each concert features the world premiere of a piece by a contemporary composer. For the four evening concerts, student tickets are priced at £5, in the best available seat. All concerts take place at West Road Concert Hall, on the Sidgwick site, and evening concerts are preceded by talks. 
SinfoniaStudent ambassadors will be expected to sell tickets on an informal basis in their colleges and faculties. This will require a knowledge of the concert in question, the programme, and a little about the artists performing. The principle methods will be through marketing materials provided by Britten Sinfonia, and word of mouth, making classical music interesting to people who wouldn’t ordinarily consider attending a concert. Interested purchasers should be directed to the Corn Exchange Box Office on 01223 357851, or should go to the Box Office, next to the Corn Exchange itself, in person.
Marketing

SinfoniaStudent ambassadors will have leaflets, flyers, and posters at their disposal. Britten Sinfonia already distributes to pubs, shops, etc, around Cambridge, but not to student areas. You will be given a distribution list showing where to put up posters and leave flyers when you collect material from the Britten Sinfonia offices (on Sturton Street, just off Mill Road). This will include putting adverts in college pigeon holes and putting up posters in college/faculty common rooms, post rooms, in addition to whatever notice boards or viable spaces you can find. The more innovative the place for advertising, the better!

Ambassadors would also be expected to flyer at the end of concerts by other ensembles in the weeks leading up to a Britten Sinfonia event, and to promote concerts through societies and email mailing lists (especially those of faculties and college JCRs).
Student Media
Ambassadors will be responsible for promoting Britten Sinfonia’s web presence to students. Britten Sinfonia has Facebook, Twitter, and MySpace pages: ambassadors would be responsible for inviting people to join groups.
Ambassadors would also share responsibility for creating Facebook concert invites solely directed at students, explaining programmes and artists (and their profiles) to students who are otherwise disconnected from the world of professional classical music.

Stewarding

Ambassadors will have the opportunity to steward at Cambridge concerts at both lunchtimes and evenings. This will involve checking tickets and supervising the audience in the auditorium, selling programmes and CDs, and generally helping the front of house team.
Creative Learning

Britten Sinfonia runs a very successful Creative Learning department which always needs volunteers at events, particularly the annual Family Music Day and Composers Workshop. There will also be opportunities for vacation work, going into schools or pupil referral units, or even helping businessmen improve their teamwork skills in association with the Judge Business School.
Benefits for SinfoniaStudent Ambassadors
Britten Sinfonia SinfoniaStudents will work on an unpaid, voluntary basis.

Ambassadors will receive complimentary tickets to Britten Sinfonia events.

Membership of the Ambassador scheme will look great on CV, especially as it will show initiative taken during term-time and not simply in terms of vacation work experience. 

Ambassadors will make the vital contacts necessary to get an entry to the world of arts management. There should be opportunities for summer work experience with Britten Sinfonia. Britten Sinfonia staff will also happily help with CV writing and informal careers advice. There may also be opportunities to help at concerts in London, and other venues around the country, during vacations.

Voluntary work done for Britten Sinfonia should take up no more than a couple of hours a week. Meetings will be held once a term at Britten Sinfonia’s offices with the Marketing Director and Marketing & Development Assistant and communication with the marketing department and SinfoniaStudents will be maintained throughout the term via email and phone. Ambassadors will be able to get involved with stewarding and creative learning projects as time allows.

